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Iceland | Volcanic eruption in Reykjanes peninsula
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❑ 20 Nov: Iceland activated the UCPM for technical expertise
❑ 22-29 Nov: ERCC deployed a 5-expert EUCPT from DE, FI and IT
• 2 coordination experts, 2 high capacity water pumping experts, 1

Information Management expert, (plus) 1 ERCC Liaison Officer.

Request has been met.

UCPM response

Key facts as of 16 Jan (Source: Government of Iceland, Iceland CP, UST)

14 Jan: As precaution, 3 700
residents of Grindavík have been
evaucated

Alert upgraded from danger to
emergency level as of 14 Jan.

On 16 Jan at 7.30 UTC, gas
measures (SO2, H2S) are at
good level.

Lava deflection barrier built
around Svartsengi power plant
and north of Grindavík.
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Residents’ evacuation of Grindavík.

Dyke intrusion and deformation started.

UCPM activation.

Increase of the seismic activity. See the 
ECHO Daily Map of 27 November.
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First eruption phase: lava flow close to 
Sundhnúkagígar.

14 Jan

End of first eruption phase.

Two lava fissure openings affecting roads 
and buildings in the northern part of 
Grindavík. New preventative evacuations of 
residents of Grindavík.

16 Jan No more visible eruptive activty

Svartsengi power plant Deflection barrier
construction.

TIMELINE OF THE RECENT VOLCANIC EVENTS  
Source: IMO, DG ECHO, Iceland CP

22 Dec

Alert level downgraded from emergency to 
to danger. Residents of Grindavík returned 
to their homes.
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No power and no water
available in Grindavík
(communications system
damaged)

Roads 43, 425, 426, 427
closed
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https://www.usgs.gov/news/earthword-graben
https://en.vedur.is/about-imo/news/a-seismic-swarm-started-north-of-grindavik-last-night
https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/eu-civil-protection-mechanism_en
https://www.government.is/topics/public-safety-and-security/eruption-in-reykjanes/
https://www-almannavarnir-is.translate.goog/frettir/eldgos-er-hafid-a-reykjanesinu/?_x_tr_sl=is&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=it&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://loftgaedi.is/en?zoomLevel=7&lat=64.894972&lng=-18.675028
https://www.gdacs.org/report.aspx?eventid=1000080&episodeid=7&eventtype=VO
https://en.vedur.is/about-imo/news/a-seismic-swarm-started-north-of-grindavik-last-night
https://erccportal.jrc.ec.europa.eu/ECHO-Products/Maps#/maps/4707

