
 

Tropical Cyclones are rare in Yemen. In 2008 
a Tropical Depression crossed Socotra island 
and made landfall near Al Mukalla. Very heavy 
rains affected Yemen, causing floods and killing 
over 180 people. The most affected 
governorates were Hadramaut and Mahra. 
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• TC CHAPALA caused damage and deaths in Yemen on 
1-5 November. As of 8 November, there were eight 
dead, at least 2 000 families displaced in Socotra, 
2 400 in Hadramaut, 2 000 in Shabwa, and 160 in 
Abyan. Humanitarian partners’ assessments are being 
hampered by infrastructure damaged by previous 
conflicts and the cyclone.  

• On 8 November, another cyclone MEGH, passed over 
Socotra, affecting the island with strong winds and 
heavy rains. At least one person died and several 
homes collapsed.  

• In the morning of 9 November, MEGH is passing off 
the coast of north-eastern Somalia with max. 
sustained winds of 160 km/h.  

• Over the next 24 h, it is forecast to move north-west, 
slightly weakening. It may reach the coast of Abyan 
governorate (pop. 514 000), near the town of 
Shuqrah, in the morning of 10 November, with max. 
sustained winds of 120 km/h. 

• Strong winds and heavy rains may affect southern 
and central Yemen on 9-11 November, with the risk of 
flash floods and landslides. Heavy rains may also 
affect northern Somalia on 9-10 November.  

Sources: GDACS, JTWC, ECHO, IMD, UN OCHA, NASA, Media 
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YEMEN – Tropical Cyclones CHAPALA and MEGH 
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TC CHAPALA caused very heavy rains in 
Yemen (annual average <50mm in the 
coastal areas). MEGH may also cause 
heavy rains in southern Yemen. 
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